Failure in Science and Why It Is a Good Thing.
Stuart Firestein's book Failure: Why Science Is So Successful (2015) presents an image of science that includes failure in its diverse forms as an essential feature of scientific practice. Firestein makes it clear that failure is a frequently underappreciated component in popular as well as professional accounts of scientific knowledge production. This review essay provides an analysis of Firestein's considerations from a philosophical perspective and assesses its quality and originality as a contribution to the age-old philosophical question of what science is and how it works.